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Metro Flyer stop Fshapes up at Montlake intersection

By BOB LANE

One of the new ideas in

public transportation prom-
ised in Metro’s. long-range
fransit plan now is under

construction at the intersec-
tion of Montlake Boulevard
and Highway 522, the Ever-
green Bridge route.

It's a Metro' Flyer stop.

That’s a major two-level
transfer point which .will
permit passengers on Met-
ro’s flyer or express buses
running on the freeway to
transfer to local buses serv-
ing Montlake and the Uni-
versity of Washington.

Riders on ‘local routes
running on Montiake Boule-
vard will be able to trans-
fer to express coaches

* bound for destinations east

of Lake Washington or to

downtown Seattle. .

WORK ON the north side .

of the interchange is about
finished, It includes a curb

cut on the east side of

Montlake for a new bus
stop, a -paved walkway
down to the freeway level
and barriers and paving on
the highway. Metro will in-

stall a shelter there earl
next year,

Construction on the south
side is just beginning. It in-
cludes stairways from the
overpass structure down to
the transfer point on High-
way 520, barriers and other
work. The south. side also
will get a shelter later.

Ed Klepers, project engi-
neer for the Highway De-
partment, said work will be

completed early in Decem-
ber. _

"The project, costing about
$105,000, is being financed
by the state.

Daniel, Mann, Johnson &
Mendenhall, the consulting
firm which developed the
Metro transportation plan
in 1972 and 1973, recom-
mended more than a dozen
flyer stops along major
highways, including Inter-

states 5 and 405.

UNDER THE long-range
plan, few local routes would
make long runs to destina-
tions such as - Seattle’s
downtown business district.

Patrons would ride a lo-
cal bus from their neighbor-

“hood. to the nearest flyer

stop and then board an ex-
press bus running at free-
way speeds for the last leg
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of the trip.

The Montlake flyer stop is
expected to improve access
to the university, University
Hospital and the shopping
district,

METRO PLANS to in-
crease local buses on Mont-
lake Boulevard to provide
more frequent service past
the transfer point. All flyer
Or express buses running on

Highway 520 will stop at the
transfer point,

Future plans include a
flye stop at Northeast 45th
Street and the Freeway.
Metro is considering a shut-
tle-bus route that would run
from it through the Univer-
sity District and campus to
the Montlake flyer stop. .

Work on the 4ith Street
stop probably will not begin
for more than a year.

Third
transit | - |
strike

since war

THE BONMARCHE

Transit drivers, mechanics | - T ) '
and office workers is the.

third to shut down public
transportation here  since

o e : - ‘ L
the end of World War 11. // | U &"
Employes of the Seattle | |
Transit System struck for | ' k ' '

10 days in November and

December, 1956, for im-
proved wages but went
back to work when the state I
Supreme Court upheld a |

King County Superior Court
order telling the drivers to : |
end the strike. ' ‘

Drivers then were repre-
sented by the Street Car
Men’s Union and they were
asking for a pay increase of
18 cents an hour. The
Seattle Transit Commis-
sion, an independent body
which ran the system, of-
fered G cents. | |

And. 6 cents was all they
got. After drivers obeyed |
the .court order and re-;
turned to work the-commis-
sion approved a 6-cent hour-
ly increase.

That strike, coming at the
beginning of the Christmas- | L
shopping season, hurt mer-
chants.

Seattle bus drivers struck
in January, 1946, for three
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days. They wete asking b 7o o o I
$1.37 an hour for drivers : : | '

(they were earning $1.15) P |

and $1.50 for mechanics. ' *

They settled for $1.26 an
hour for drivers and $1.43
for mechanics.

There was a System | 1
“slowdown’' .in 1944 when
union mémbers refused to
work overtime in a cam-

r
paign to get improved
wages. o
Unlike the Metro strike,

the earlier strikes only af-

; fected Seattle residents.

G In 1946 and 1856 private
bus lines provided transpor-
tation service into Seattle
for suburban residents. 1

But Metro now is respon- *
sible for all public transpor-
tation in King County and
the sirike left residents of
the entire county without
service. It also put approxi-
mately 4,500 Seattle school
children afoot, onto bicycles
or into parent-organized
carpools.

.

Merchants at | |

Center keep i
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bus service | { |

operating

Merchants -in the “Center
House at the Seattle Center
have sat up their own free !
bus service from downiown

1 to replace the Monorail, || -
: which is idled by the transit |
strike. .

Bob Kirk, a Center House
merchant and group spokes-
man, said the private, char-
tered bus will run continu-
ously from 11-a. m. to 7 ]
p. m. between the Westlake -
Mall area and the Seattle ; f

Center. i - ‘

‘“We have regulaf custom-
ers every day that use the
Monorail and bus service

- and we feel that without the
buses we are going to lose
business,” Kirk said. = _

“This has nothing to do
with the city or Metro em- _
ployes,” Kirk warned. +‘We : |
don't want to interfere with
the Metro strike. We're just
trying to survive.” -

Kirk said the bus will not
stop between the two points.

Merchants are paying for
the. bus, which has been ,
chartered from a private in- i
dividual, Kirk said. The bus
has a seating and standing | |
capacity of about 60. *

“The city is aware of our
service,” Kirk said, “and
we have checked to see that
everyihing is legal.

«This is not a'rebel-type
situation. During the sum-
mer, business was great.
But its slow now and we're

‘willing to ¢ offer customers’
free Tides at our expense.”
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Martin “J. Pleasant, Sr.,-|
78, told police he was robbed |
of $3 at knife point at his
5 Beacon-Hill-area home about

6:30 p. m. yesterday by two-
£ men who -forced their way -
b . &ito- his home afffrknock-} . T
| ing on the door.- % - -
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