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Transportation:

Bellevue's transit-lane requesf
makes Redmond mayor see red

By DAVID SUFFIA
Times Eastside Bureau

REDMOND — The mayor of
Redmond reacted angrily yester-
day to a suggestion by the Belle-
vue City Council that the state
build a special mass-transit lane
on the Evergreen Point Floating
Bridge before it completes the
Highway 520 freeway between
Bellevue and Redmond.

The Bellevue City Council unan-
imously adopted a resolution Mon-
day night urging the state to give
top priority to adding & transit

lane to the four-lane bridge, even

if it means delaying completion of
Highway 320.

Redmond has been waiting sev-
eral years for the state to finish
Highway 520, which carries traffic
from the Eastside to the bridge
and then to Sealltle.

HIGHWAY 520 now dead-ends
at 148th Avenue Northeast, and
commuters going on to Redmond
must get off the four-lane freeway
and use surface streets from
there.

“it’s rather absurd to consider
giving priority to a transit lane on
the bridge over the completion of
the missing link of 520, g Mayor
Selwyn {Bud) Young said.

“Redmond supported the con-
struction of the Evergreen-Point
bridge, and it’s only fair and rea-

sonable now for Bellevue to sup-
port completion of this link.

“We have no intention of wait-
ing for completion of 520 until aft-
er a ti‘ﬂnsat lane is added to the
bridge,” Young said.

THE BELLEVUE Council 1s ar-
guing that the bridge is already
too congested from increasing
commuter traffic. It should have a

special transit and carpool-only

lane added before more freeways
and highways are.completed to
congest traffic further, Bellevue
councilmen said,

- Young said a transit lane or
lanes on the bridge “is an exce}*

lent idea.” However, he said, it
sheuld be paid for our of {olls, not
out ‘of regular Highway Depart-
ment funding that would be used
to finish nghway 520.

“If they want to keep the tolls
on the bridge a few years longer
to pay for some additional transit
lanes, fine,” Young said.

Wes Bogart, district enginer for
the Slate Highway Department,
said the position of the depart-
ment and a majority on the State
Highway Commlssu}n is that wind-

ing up work on Highway 520

should have top priority over a
new bridge lane, :

BOGART SAID that planning by
his department and the Puget
Sound Councii of Govermments
shows 32() extending {0 Redmond
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and a httle beyond. The state al-

ready has acquired the right-of-

way along the proposed route.
“It seems logical that if the

‘project. is funded by the Legisla-

ture to give it tap priority,” B{:-
gart said.

He said the quesnun may be
moot unless money is allocated
for highway construction by the
Legislature. The state doesn’t
have the money now to ccmplete
Highway 520.

If the Legislature funds new
road construction, Bogart said, it
would cost $i0 million and take six
years to compiete the hlghway to
Redmond.

HOWEVER, Bogart szid the dF‘-
partment is studymg thie possibili-
of a mass-transit ' lane bemg
added -to the Evergreen Point:
bridge. It also is studying what ef-
fect the removal of tolls on the
bridge in late 1878 or by 1979 w111
have on traffic congestion. .
The state also is looking into

-what it would have to do.to con-

nect a new bridge transit lane to
existin gihways and freeways
on the Seattle side. .

“We haven't given up on the
idea of an' exclusive transit and

car-pool lane on the bridge, but

. there are enough variables - in-

volved to convince us that we
shouldn't throw a bundh of money
into a bus lane just to show that
we can buiid it,”” Bogart said.

Evergreen Pé_::ihf Floating Bridge:"’;Doe; it need ﬁ.spécic:.t transit
lane to relieve already crowded traffic, or can ‘it wait until the -
" Highway 520 "missing link”’ is completed to Redmond?
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. Pmposed park-and-nde lot at
Kingsgate to be aired next week

By LOU CORSALETTI
Times Eastside Bureau

Plans proposed by the State
Highway Department and Metro
Transit for a 350-car park-and-ride
lot, plus a transit-flyer stop serv-
ing Interstate 403 in the Kingsgate
area, will be discussed in a public
hearing Tuesday night at Juanita
High School.

The pian, with three allernate
site to choose from, calls for a $2
million lot which would be huilt in
1978 if all government entities in-
volved approve the project, Wes
Bogart, Highway Department dis-
trict engineer, said.

Bogart urged ail concermned resi-
dents and others who may he af-
fected by construction or subse-
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No lefts’ on
Times Eastside Bureau
A proposal to prohibit left tums

from Juanita Drwe Northeast
onto Northeast 135th Place has

been withdrawn until alternatives |.

are studied by the County Public
Works Department.

The action came on the heeis of |

opposition from citizens during an
informational public hearing last
week. The recommendation on
the ban came after a survey by
county police indicated that a
number of rear-end accidenis
were due to motorists trying to
mane a 1eit from Juanita Drive.

Several alternatives to the *no
left turn”™ proposal will be investr-
gated before a final recommenda-
tion is made to the County Coun-
cil, Paul Hooper, a traffic and
planning engineer, said.

Titizens who made comments at
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guent service offered by Metro to
attend the 7:30 p.m. hearing at the
school, 10601 N.E. 132nd 5t.

Oral and written comments re-
ceived at the hearing and during-a
10-day period afterwards will be-
come part of the heanng record,
Bogart said.

The department and Metro eli-
minated all but three sites after
extensive study of possible loca-
tions. The site west of 1-405, front-
ing on 116th Way Northeast, is the
preferred location, Bogart said.

It would be expandable from an
initial capacity of 350 vehicles.up
to 425, he said. The lot would in-
clude a passenger shelter, special-
ly marked stalls for handicapped
riders and a drop-off and pick-up

the hearing will be notiiied when
the study is completed and a rec-

area for “Kiss-and-ride” patrons.
Other amenities would include
fencing, landscaping and lighting.
Also, a freeway-level trans:t-
flyer stop would be built to sérve
nm'th and southbound 1405 pa-

trons, and a pedestrian access to' |

the park-and—nde Jot from both
flyer stops would be built adjacent
to Northeast 132nd Street.
Bogart said the Highway De-
partment would summarize the
hearing as rapidly as possible,

send it to department headquart-

ers in Olympia for review and pre-
sent it for action by the State
Highway Commission. Design ap-
proval also would be needed from
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion.

Juanita put off for time being

ommendation is made, Hooper
Sa;d
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Largest Selection

on EASTSIDE . ..

Two Stores to Serve You

EVERGREEN STATIONERS

124 Commeréial Ave.

KIRKLAND 822-3636 ®

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrig hted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.
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BELLEVUE - James Sabol a .
Beilevue School District Engllsh. ’
specialist, has been elected nation-

al chairman.of the secondarg,r sec-

tion of the National “Council of °

Teachers of English..
He takes office next Monday
Sabol joined the district 10 years

ago as part of the administrative .
team that opened Interiake High
School. He holds a bachelor's de-
gree from Seattle University. and-

a master’s degree from the Uni-.
“versity of Washington. ’

NOTICE NOTICE 'NOTICE1 NOTICE

SERVICE

WE OFFER
COMPLETE
SERVICE ON
ALL YOUR
'APPLIANCE
LTV

THESE DHHX! PHGIDAIRE APHMNCES HAVE DHl'f BEEN USED FDR A MONTHS MINUMIY WE
REPLACE ALL: DELUXE RHBIOMIE APPLIANCES USED IN HOME ECONOMICS ClASSES OF AlL
JUNIOR & HIGH SCHOOLS N ONE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. THESE .IPH.IAH(!S RE(EWE
ONLY MINIMUM USE. THEY {OOK AND OPERATE LIKE NEW AND COME WITH ALL WAR“HTIES
'INCLUDED 1S ONE YEAR FREE SERVICE & PARTS WARRANTIES ond ‘DELIVERY.
THIS EI(HlHG[ 5 moain 8Y RIGIDAIRE AND IS NO EIPEHiE 10 TH[ TAIPATE!'
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campm aLfMait)onal& Memoral
. -Park:will *be

Wednesday 1o Janua’ry ‘the
,County Parks Department has a,n-
~nounced. - - !

The park, -fedr" Stf:‘tte nghwaj,r
23 near here; will.be closed fo
camping for renovation and prepa-
ration for the 1977.season. Day:us

- of the parl-: 'u‘(l]l not be affected
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